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PETER MINUIT'S MISTAKE.

Ho Lost Money \\mrlh- Bought Man-
hattan Island for Twenty-Four Dollars.
History tells us that 268 years ago,

or in 1526, Peter Minuit bought Man-

hattan islund from the Indians and
paid for it £24 in merchandise.

It has uwsually been thought that
Peter took advantage of the ignorance
of the untutorad savuge and maode an
excellent bargain for himsell.

No doubt but that Peter thought it o
good trade, particularly when he eon-
sidered the value of lots after the
streets would be laid out, Central park
improved, Brooklyn bridge built and
the island had a population of two
millions: for Peter was o shrewd roul
cstate specnlator and looked a long
way ahead with a correet, prophetie
eye.

Notwithstanding all  of Peter's
shrewdness and foresight he made the
mistalee of his life and lost millions of
dollurs by his purchase,  IMedidn’t stop
to figrurs interost.

Since 1026 the rate of interest in this
country, where money hus always been
in demand, has ranged from six per
cent. up to hichway robbery, It will
be conservative to say that eight per
cont, isa fir average,

Now, if I"eter had loaned his 824 at
edght per cont rnlupruux-] interest, from
theny until this duate, what would .its
vitlne be, compared with the value of
Manhattan island?

At eight per cent, compound interest,
money will double onee in abont nine
years.  Now, there have been twenty-
ting times nine years, and seven years
more, since Peter made his purehasg,
Then, if he had loaned his &4 he would
have had nenrly S00,000 at the end of
the first one hundred years, and more
tham 200,000,000 at the close of the scee-
ond eentury, while in 1804 his principal
of 244 would have grown to be $20,000,-
U00,000—the valne of Manhattan island
miny times over.

8o, in fuet the Indians got the best of
the buargnin, and no doubt they
chuekled over the situntion as they
wilked through Baxter street with the
&2 worth of merchandisein their arms,

OFFICIOUS FLOOR WALKERS.

How Shoppers Are Annoyed and Lives of
Clerkn Made Miserable.

The officionsness of floor walkers in
certain dry pgoods stores—not often
fonnd supplemented by the zeal of
young women behind the connter—is
sometimes embarrassing.  Even if one
projects large  purchuses one more
often thon not prefers small  fuss
about it, but it is awkward and o trifle
mortifying if you just want to look
about to have some one insiston es-
seorting you to some purticular coun-
ter,

A little of the superflons energy
might neggfully be absorbed by the
shopwomen, who often find it too
troublesome to listen attentively to
whut one wants.

Entering o Sixth avenue store one
day last week, o lady saw it was not
the one she had meant, and naming the
store she wanted to an attendant,
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She had not got out of earshot with
her divections before the floor walker
pounced on the attendant to know
how it was he had let o possible pur-
chaser eseape.

“Could yon not have told her she'd
do hetter here? You're no business
man. Don't talk to me nl'm]t simply
answering o question.  She was n cus-
tomer, and if yon were worth your sal-
lary you wounldn't have let her go."

The lady in question henrd all this.
It cost her an embarrassment in feel-
ing ond threatened to cost the poor at-
tendant an emborradsment in faet, as
sho left the floor walker plying the
lnsh with a vigorous purpose swhich
might end in driving his vietim out.

THE IGUANA.

A Snnke Story That Comoes from the Sunny
Roullh.

Tu South America, soys the Sk Louis
Globe-Demoerat, snialees ure very num-
erous, but their ensmies are numerous,
Perhaps the most notable of these
snake killers is the large lizard known
#s the ignann.  The iguann is no
mean adversary, asmay be judged from
the fact that dogs which attack one
often eome off with o broken log.  The
lizard does not wait for the snnke to
tokee the offensive, but goes swiftly in
pursuit, and being very rapid in its
motions, rarely has any diffienlty in
overtaleine its vietim, which it dis
patehes with blows from its powerful
tail. 1 remomboer a funny experiencs
I had with one of these lizards which
clearly illustrates its hatrel for snakes,
[ wasridine with a friend in search of
eabtle. My lasso was attached to the
saddle and the end trailed along the
ground behind me. A big igunona oy
in the sun apparently asleep. 1t paid
no attention tomy horse as it passed,
but the next instunt it raized its head
and fixed its nttention on the twenty
feet of lasso slowly trailing by, Sud-
denly it rashed after the rope and
dealt it a suceession of violent Llows
with its tail,. When the whole of the
lasso, seversl yurds of which had been

ponnded in vain, had been dragged by, |
the lizoed withuplifted head continued |

to paze after it with evident nstonisl
ment. Never before had such a wi
derful snalie crossed its path.
Another Yellow Jacket,
The “Yellow Jacket" of whid
Hunge Chang was recently dt-p!'i
the symbol of Chinese royel ancl
rinl favor, a8 well as of the i
power. It is o much-covetod
therefore, little worn garment,
first Marquis Tseng Kow-fun ne
high in his opinion of the empe
lis doy that his majesty drew ¢
own cout and ]I]'.Il';'ll it [
worthy subjeets back., To sl
appreciation of the gift, and t
ner of it, the marqois, who I
muny yvears, no—r allowed it
mgved from i back. Yean
pra onted o eal epatine -
—rpease and i.lllll'.“-'_'l‘lih:;.“f 't".'
had become from,te ‘.1‘- . filth,
S0 the mume o 28 8ti
It nl'”““""“liﬂll hid
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Export Thieve
for Bad
The fine pd
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[ in the ladies' P
! the superintend
to eontain a ched
a number of litt
intendent hunted
| person to whom
payable and wrotg
tdlown the next
ownership of the
dny passes withd
rifled pocke
[ Tor," said 4
store, “‘amncl)
[ tective on gy
time, it secms
thieves. The foct 159000 ally @
pert pickpocket and sneal thief wh
works the dry poods stores will tale
nothing except cash and valuable
| jewelry,  He will not take the risk of
[detection which the ordinary thief
does, Cheeks, trinkets and small arti-
cles of no special value the expert thief
throws away,

“They rarely examine their booty in
the same store in waich they steal it
Take the pocketbooie of this woman,
for instance. She was not in our store
at all om the day that the pocketboolk
was found here.  The pocketbook was
tiken from her at a swell store up-
town. The thief evidently hastencd
away assoon as the theft had been
committed, came down here and exnm-
ined the P kethoole, took ont the cush,
which, T believe, amounted to sixty or
sevonty dollars, and throw the rest
into the waste basket, Of conrse, ull
these expert thicves are women, U r
their present system their operation:
are very suceessfuls The ordinary thicd
roes around grabbing here nml  ther,
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